Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.024; wR factor = 0.065; data-to-parameter ratio = 20.3.
Related literature
For the coordination modes of poly(pyrazol-1-ylmethyl)-benzene see: Hartshorn & Steel (1995 , 1997 , 1998 ; Guerrero et al. (2002) . For 1,2-bis(3,5-dimethyl-1H-pyrazol-1-ylmethyl)-benzene complexes with palladium in square-planar coordination, see: Motsoane et al. (2007) . For the cobalt and copper analogues, see : Chang et al. (1994) . Discussion of the effect of the size of metallocyclic rings on the distortion of tetrahedral dipyrazole dizinc complexes can be found in Guzei et al. (2011) . Related structures were found in the Cambridge Structural Database (Allen, 2002) . Bond lengths and angles were confirmed to be typical by a Mogul structural check (Bruno et al., 2002) .
Experimental
Crystal data [ZnCl 2 (C 18 (Guzei, 2007) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL and DIAMOND (Brandenburg, 1999) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL, publCIF (Westrip, 2010) and modiCIFer (Guzei, 2007) .
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Comment
Poly(pyrazol-1-ylmethyl)benzene exhibits several coordination modes depending on the positions of the pyrazolyl unit on the benzene ring (Hartshorn & Steel, 1995 , 1997 , 1998 Guerrero et al. 2002) . There are two types of coordination for the 1,2-bis(pyrazol-1-ylmethyl)benzene analogue. For square planar complexes 1,2-bis(pyrazol-1-ylmethyl)benzene behaves as a monodentate ligand as observed for palladium (Motsoane et al., 2007) , whereas for tetrahedral complexes the ligand is bidentate binding to the metal center through nitrogen atoms on each of the pyrazole groups.
In the title complex (I) the bis-pyrazolyl ligand binds to the zinc center to form a nine-membered metallocycle. The dependence of the magnitude of the N-Zn-N angle on the size of the metallocycle was discussed by Guzei et al. (2011) for 2-(3,5-dimethyl-pyrazol-1-yl)-ethylamine zinc(II) chloride (II). In (I) the N-Zn-N angle (111.72 (4)°) is much closer to the ideal tetrahedral value because the size of the ring (nine atoms) exceeds 6, whereas in (II) the metallocycle is sixmembered and more sterically constrained, which leads to a smaller angle of 96.88 (6) noteworthy that the overall molecular geometry of (I) approximately conforms to C 2 -symmetry, whereas geometries of (III) and (IV) are essentially C S -symmetrical.
The distortion in (I) is noticeably smaller than in relevant compounds in the Cambridge Structural Database (Allen, 2002; Guzei et al. 2011) . A structural check of (I) in Mogul confirmed its other geometrical parameters to be typical (Bruno et al. 2002) .
Experimental
A mixture of solid 1,2-bis(pyrazol-1-ylmethyl)benzene (0.27 g, 0.92 mmol) and anhydrous ZnCl 2 (0.120 g, 0.92 mmol) was dissolved in methanol (20 ml), and the resulting solution stirred at room temperature for 12 h. The solvent was removed in vacuo and the residue recrystallized from dichloromethane and hexane. Yield: 0.25 g (64%).
Refinement
All H-atoms attached to carbon atoms were placed in idealized locations and refined as riding with appropriate thermal displacement coefficients U iso (H) = 1.5 times U eq (bearing atom) for methyl H atoms and U iso (H) = 1.2 times U eq (bearing Figures Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of (I) (Brandenburg, 1999) . The thermal ellipsoids are shown at 50% probability level. All hydrogen atoms were omitted for clarity.
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